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Purpose 
 
This Policy will set out a process for the disposition of unclaimed personal property that 
comes into the possession of the Town of Canora. 
 
Scope 
 
Unclaimed personal property in the possession of the Municipality may include items lost, 
abandoned or seized through tax or bylaw enforcement proceedings. These items shall 
be retained and disposed of according to Section 406 of The Municipalities Act. 
 
Definitions 
 
“Council” means the Council of Town of Canora; 
 
“Designated Officer” means a person designated by Council to deal with unclaimed 
personal property; 
 
“Earlier Owner” means a person who has established a claim to the personal property 
prior to that of the Town or the Owner, but does not include an Owner; 
 
“Owner” means a person who obtains unclaimed personal property from the Town; and 
 
“Personal property” means tangible, moveable items, exclusive of land and buildings. 
 
“Municipality” means the Town of Canora. 
 
Procedures 
 
The Municipality shall retain in its possession for 90 days all unclaimed personal 
property, unless it is perishable, in which case it may be disposed of as soon as it is 
practicable. 
 
In the event that an Earlier Owner makes claim for the property, it shall be removed 
from the Municipality’s possession, at the Earlier Owner’s expense, within the time limit 
specified above. 
 



If personal property is not claimed within the time limit specified above, it becomes the 
property of the Municipality, and the Municipality may dispose of the property: 
 

a) By deeming it as refuse and disposing of it appropriately; 
 

b) By donating it to any person or organization; or 
 

c) By offering it for sale by public auction or an alternate method. 
 

Property offered for sale will be advertised, at minimum, according to the requirements 
of the Municipality’s Public Notice Bylaw. 
 
The Municipality will make a reasonable effort to store unclaimed personal property 
safely and securely in a manner commensurate with its value. However, the Municipality 
is not responsible for the condition, deterioration, damage or theft of unclaimed personal 
property in its possession. 
 
Any personal property offered for sale that is not sold may be disposed of in any 
manner that the Designated Officer may direct. 
 
Any person who acquires or buys unclaimed personal property from the Municipality 
becomes the Owner of the personal property. 
 
If an Earlier Owner of the personal property makes a claim for the property within one 
year from the date of the sale of the property, the claim is converted into a claim for the 
proceeds of the sale, and the Municipality shall pay the proceeds of the sale to the 
Earlier Owner of the property, less any costs incurred by the Municipality, including 
costs for hauling, storage, necessary expenses, and costs of the sale. 
 
If no claim is made for the proceeds from the sale of personal property within one year 
of the date of the sale, the proceeds of the sale form part of the general revenues of the 
Municipality. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer is appointed Designated Officer for the purposes of this 
Policy and is authorized to further delegate his or her powers or duties under this Policy 
to an employee or agent of the Municipality. 


