
TOWN OF CANORA 
 

Bylaw Number 25-01 
 

A BYLAW TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION 
AND CONTROL OF THE PUBLIC CEMETERY 

 
WHEREAS the Town of Canora is the owner of a public cemetery; and 
 
WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Canora deems it advisable to provide certain 
regulations regarding the care, planning and management of the cemetery; 
 
The Council of the Town of Canora, in the Province of Saskatchewan, enacts as follows: 
 
1. TITLE 
 

This Bylaw may be referred to as “The Cemetery Bylaw” 
 
2. DEFINITIONS 
 

In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires, the word(s): 
 

a) “Administrator” shall mean the Chief Administrative Officer of the Town of Canora. 
 

b) “Burial certificate” means a certificate issued by the Town to bury on that portion of 
the said Cemetery as described in such certificate. 
 

c) “Casket” means a rigid container designed for the encasement of a body for 
interment or cremation and usually constructed of wood or metal. 
 

d) “Cemetery” shall mean any land or place that is set apart as a place of interment and 
includes any buildings that are incidental or ancillary to that land or place in the Town 
of Canora. 
 

e) “Columbarium” means a free-standing structure designed for the purpose of storing 
or interring cremated human remains in sealed compartments or niches. 
 

f) “Council” means the council of the Town of Canora. 
 

g) “Disinterment” means the removal of human remains or cremated human remains 
from a grave or columbarium. 
 

h) “Grave” means an opening dug in a plot specifically designated and of sufficient size 
to accommodate the in-ground interment of human remains or cremated human 
remains. 
 

i) “Interment” means the placement of human remains or cremated human remains in a 
grave or columbarium. 
 

j) “Monument” means any structure conforming to this bylaw erected for memorial 
purposes. 
 

k) “Niche” means an individual unit in a columbarium. 
 

l) “Owner” shall mean the holder of a cemetery deed issued by the Town of Canora. 
 
m) “Plot” means a parcel of land in a cemetery used or intended to be used for the 

interment of human remains and cremated human remains. 
 

n) “Superintendent” shall mean the person in charge of the Public Works Department for 
the Town of Canora. 



 
o) “Town” shall mean the Town of Canora and its employees. 

 
p) “Urn” means a container into which cremated human remains are placed prior to 

interment. 
 

3. DUTIES OF COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATOR 
 

a) The management and control of the said Cemetery is hereby vested in the Council, 
which shall determine the price of graves, plots, opening and closing charges, and 
grave/marker location fees. This shall appear as Schedule “A” attached to and 
forming part of this Bylaw. 
 

b) The sale of all plots and niches shall be conducted under the direction of the 
Administrator and shall be completed on a row-by-row basis. All plots and niches in a 
specific row shall be sold before plots are sold in a new row. 
 

c) No interment shall be made in the Cemetery until a Burial Certificate has been 
obtained. Any person found responsible for supervising or conducting an interment 
without having first procured a Burial Certificate shall be guilty of an offence under 
this Bylaw. 
 

d) Burial Certificates may be obtained by making application to the town office. Upon 
payment of the required fees, a Burial Certificate shall be issued by the Administrator. 
 

e) No interment shall take place until the full price of a plot has been paid to the Town. 
 

f) The Town shall maintain a record of all burials containing all the information as 
required by the Department of Public Health, the Department of Vital Statistics and 
The Municipalities Act. Any person applying for a plot shall provide the Administrator 
with any information required under this legislation. 

 
4. DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDENT 
 

a) The Superintendent shall maintain a plan showing the location of all existing graves, 
plots and niches and of all sites now available for graves, plots or niches in the future. 
The plan shall be available for inspection by the public during regular business hours. 

 
b) The Superintendent shall have charge of the cemetery and control of all maintenance 

performed and such other works that are carried out at the cemetery. 
 

c) It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to keep in good order all walks, paths and 
driveways in the cemetery and to cut down all weeds, grasses and such trees and 
shrubs, or any part thereof, which are in his opinion injurious or unsightly. 

 
d) It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to determine the location of plots and he 

shall stake a plot out before the digging of a grave. 
 

e) It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to determine the location where a 
monument or marker shall be erected and he shall stake such locations prior to the 
erection thereof. 
 

f) The Superintendent shall ensure that all requirements with regard to the placing of 
stones and monuments are complied with and shall ensure that no enclosure, cover, 
curbs, foot markers, fences, corner stones, trees, shrubs or permanent flowers of any 
kind shall be placed on a grave. Flowers may be placed in holders suitably attached 
to the monument base. 
 

g) The Superintendent shall ensure that all new grave surfaces are seeded to grass. 
 

h) Permission must be received by the Superintendent prior to the repair of existing 
curbs or covers. 



i) The Superintendent shall report to the Administrator the existence of any damaged 
monument, marker, curb or cover. The Administrator shall ask the family of the owner 
of the plot to repair the damaged monument, marker, curb or cover. If the family fails 
to repair or remove the damaged monument, curb or marker within a reasonable 
time, the Superintendent shall remove such monument, marker, curb or cover, with 
the costs associated with the removal to be charged to the family. Any areas left by 
the removal of a monument, marker, curb or cover shall be seeded to grass. 

 
5. INTERMENTS AND DISINTERMENTS 
 

a) No interment or disinterment shall be made in the Cemetery unless the provisions of 
this Bylaw and the provisions of The Public Health Act, The Vital Statistics Act, The 
Cemeteries Act, 1999, and The Coroners Act, 1999 have been complied with. 

 
b) Each single plot can be used for a total of three interments, which can be a 

combination of the following: one casket interment and two cremated remains 
interments (casket interment must be first); or three cremated remains interments. 

 
c) No person other than a qualified funeral director shall have charge of the interment 

or disinterment of any body. 
 

d) Interment of cremated remains can be done by the family. A copy of the death 
certificate and cremation certificate must be provided. 

 
e) Notice of an upcoming interment shall be given to the town office in writing at least 

48 hours before interment takes place. No application or notice shall be received on 
Saturday, Sunday or on a Public or Statutory holiday except on production of a 
medical certificate indicating that an early interment is desirable. 

 
f) The Town accepts no responsibility for any error or misunderstanding that may arise 

from interment or other arrangements made by telephone. 
 

g) Hours of burial in the Cemetery shall be from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, except 
Saturdays, Sundays, Public and Statutory Holidays, on which days special 
arrangements will be required. 

 
h) No grave for the burial of a casket shall be less than six feet in depth from the 

surface of the ground surrounding the grave, and no more than one body per grave 
shall be allowed. Cremated remains are to be buried at a depth of no less than two 
feet from the surrounding surface. 

 
i) All caskets shall be buried with a vault or grave liner of fiberglass, concrete, steel or 

other material, as approved by the Superintendent. This does not apply to the 
interment of ashes. Vaults or grave liners must consist of a complete unit which, at 
minimum, covers the casket completely on the top and sides (dome). 

 
j) Graves shall be dug and covered only by persons employed by the Town or under 

the direction of the Superintendent. Graves will be covered during regular working 
hours unless prior special arrangements are made. 

 
k) No disinterment shall be permitted in the Cemetery except pursuant to the written 

order of the Minister of Health in Saskatchewan, or his designate. 
 

l) For disinterment, the Town’s responsibility will end at the point where the soil is 
sufficiently excavated to permit access to the body. All handling of liners, caskets or 
remains are the responsibility of a qualified funeral director. 

 
6. MONUMENTS AND MARKERS 
 

a) All monuments shall be made of granite, marble and/or bronze. 
 



b) The length measurement of the base of a monument on a grave or graves side by 
side will be restricted to a maximum of six inches less than the width of the available 
grave space. The width measurement of the base of the monument will be restricted 
to a maximum of 16 inches. 
  

c) All monuments shall be centered on a concrete foundation at least four inches thick, 
installed at ground level, with the said foundation being a minimum of four inches 
wider and four inches longer than the monument base. 
 

d) Flat markers made of granite or bronze with an inscription are permitted without a 
foundation but must installed be level with the ground. One flat marker per plot will be 
permitted below an existing monument. 
 

e) A flat marker shall have a minimum length of 20 inches and a maximum length of 48 
inches on a single plot. The width of a flat marker has to be a minimum of 8 inches 
and a maximum of 18 inches. 

 
f) No person shall erect, clean, repair or remove a monument or marker without having 

obtained a permit and paying the required fees. 
 

g) All maintenance and installation of monuments in the cemetery shall take place 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays. Special arrangements will be required for 
weekend maintenance and installations. Notice must be given to the town office at 
least 48 hours prior to maintenance or installation. 
 

h) The monument company shall be responsible for cleaning and refurbishing the area 
around the marker to the satisfaction of the Superintendent. The Town shall not be 
responsible for any maintenance to the monument or foundation after installation. 

 
i) The Town shall not be liable for the loss of or damage due to vandalism or regular 

maintenance to any monument, marker or other object or planting located in the 
Cemetery and the Town reserves the right to permanently remove from any grave, 
any monument or marker that is in disrepair or poses a safety concern. 
 

j) Grave covers of any type or description and of any material shall not be permitted. 
 

k) Only one monument at the head of the grave and one flat marker below the 
monument shall be allowed per plot. 
 

l) The Town accepts no responsibility for degrading of the monuments or marker due to 
normal wear or deterioration. Minor chipping of the base portion of the monuments as 
a result of mowing operations is considered normal wear. 
 

m) The monument is the property of the owner of the plot (or family) and they are 
responsible for the care and maintenance of the monuments including the 
maintenance, repair, replacement or removal of monuments, levelling of monuments, 
foundations and markers, as required. 

 
7. GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 
a) No borders, fences, railings, curbs, copings, trellises, hedges, grave covers or other 

enclosures shall be permitted in the Cemetery. Where any of the same have 
previously been erected, they may be removed by the Town if by reason of neglect or 
age they become in a state of disrepair and the purchaser neglects or refuses to 
repair same. 

 
b) Borders, fences, railings, curbs, copings, trellises, hedges, grave covers and other 

enclosures in existence before the passing of this bylaw will be removed free of 
charge by the Town upon written request by a plot owner. 

 
c) No trees, shrubs or plants shall be planted in the Cemetery except with the written 

permission of the Superintendent. 



 
d) The Town shall assume the general care of the entire Cemetery. The owner of a plot 

shall observe all rules as outlined in this Bylaw 
 
e) The Town may grant a Deed to any person for the exclusive use by him, his heirs, 

executors, or administrators, of any plot or plots, said Deed to be subject to all the 
provisions of this Bylaw and any amendments thereto or regulations passed from 
time to time by the Council of the Town of Canora. 
 

f) All transfers of deed title or conveyances of grave plots must be registered in writing 
with the Town. 

 
g) Plots will be allocated and sold to the general public on a “first-come, first-served” 

basis provided that the purchaser agrees to adhere to all relevant bylaws and 
regulations. 

 
h) All persons visiting the Cemetery shall use only the avenues, roads, walks and alleys 

provided and no one shall walk upon or across graves or plots unless it is necessary 
to do so to gain access to another plot or grave. 
 

i) Motor vehicles in the Cemetery shall travel only on roadways provided for that 
purpose and shall not travel at a greater rate of speed than 20 kilometers per hour, 
except those vehicles used for the performance of maintenance. 

 
j)  All persons, while in the cemetery, shall conduct themselves in a quiet and orderly 

manner. 
 

k) The Cemetery shall be closed to the public after sunset and before sunrise of each 
day. 
 

l) No unauthorized person shall do work of any kind in the Cemetery. 
 

m) During a burial service all work in the vicinity of such service shall be suspended. 
 

n) No animals shall be allowed in the Cemetery. 
 

o) No ATVs or snowmobiles shall be allowed within the limits of the Cemetery. 
 

p) No plot shall be used for any other purpose than for the burial of the human dead. 
 

q) Persons visiting the Cemetery or attending funerals are strictly prohibited from 
picking flowers, wild or cultivated, breaking or injuring any tree, shrub or plant, or 
from writing upon, defacing or damaging any monument, memorial, fence or other 
structure within the Cemetery grounds, except as hereinbefore provided. 

 
r) No person shall engage or play at any game or sport, or discharge any firearm 

(except at a military funeral) in the Cemetery, or unlawfully disturb persons 
assembled for the burial of the dead, or commit a nuisance, or behave in an indecent 
or unseemly manner in the Cemetery. 

 
s) Any person who commits a breach of the provisions of this bylaw shall on conviction 

thereof before the proper authority be liable to a penalty not exceeding $1,000.00 for 
each such offence, together with costs of prosecution to be levied on his goods and 
chattels and in default of payment to said penalty and costs to imprisonment not 
exceeding 30 days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



8. REPEALING BYLAWS 
 

t) Bylaw No. 08-11 and Bylaw No. 14-08 are hereby repealed. 
 

u) This bylaw shall come into force and take effect on the day of final passing hereof. 
 
 

 
 

 
______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
______________________________
Town Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduced and read a first and second time this 7th day of January 2025. 
 
Read a third time with the unanimous consent of all Council members present and adopted 
this 7th day of January 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHEDULE “A” 
TO BYLAW NO. 25-01 

 
The following charges shall apply for services, plots and permit fees at the Town of Canora 
Cemetery: 
 

1. PLOTS 
 
Single 
Resident/taxpayer      $   500.00 
Non-resident/non-taxpayer     $1,000.00 
 
For plots in the new section, add $250 per plot to the above rates 
 
Stillborn and infants 
Resident/taxpayer      $250.00 
Non-resident/non-taxpayer     $500.00 

 
2. COLUMBARIUM 

 
Per niche       $2,000.00 
(includes interment) 
 
Plaques       Cost plus 10 per cent 
 

3. INTERMENT 
 

Single  Stillborn and infants  Ashes 
Weekdays 
Summer  $  600.00  $400.00  $200.00 
Winter   $1000.00  $600.00  $300.00 
 
Weekends and holidays 
Summer  $   800.00  $600.00  $300.00 
Winter   $1,200.00  $800.00  $400.00 
 
Winter rates apply from November 1 to April 30 

 
4. DISINTERMENT 

At current custom work rates 
 
 GST must be added to the above prices 
 

5. MONUMENT PERMITS 
$50.00 per monument 
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